
 

…news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. 

  

NOTATIONS 
COMING TOGETHER TO LEARN, LIVE, AND SHARE THE TRUTH OF CHRIST 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

	
PACE Christmas 
Wreath Project 

	
147	wreaths	were	made	and	sold	
this	year—an	all-time	record!	
Our	crew	worked	hard,	and	
finished	in	3	work	days.		We	had	
a	Thrivent	grant	of	$250	for	
supplies,	and	a	total	of	$4150	
was	raised	for	the	Christian	
Education	Funds	at	our	3	
churches.		Thank	you	to	all	who	
participated!		We	will	be	looking	
for	a	source	of	evergreen	boughs	
next	year;	please	speak	to	Linda	
Krenz	if	you	have	trees.		If	you	
have	evergreens	on	your	land,	
please	begin	saving	medium	to	
large	sized	cones.		It	takes	
several	paper	grocery	bags	full	
each	year.	
 

Christmas Schedule 
Christmas Eve 

St.	Paul’s	–		 	 	 Grace	–		
				5:30	pm,	Carol	Sing	 				7:30	pm,	Christmas	Eve	Worship	
				6:00	pm,	Children’s		 				Children’s	Christmas	Service	will	be	
				Christmas	Service	 	 				10:30	am	on	Dec.	18 
	 	 	

Christmas Day 
St.	Paul’s	–	 	 	 Grace	–	
				8:00	am,	Worship	 	 				10:30	am,	Worship	
 
New Year’s Eve			
Holy	Communion	worship		
at	St.	Paul’s	at	6:30	p.m. 	

CHRISTMAS COMMITTEES 
 

Grace: the Christian families 
 

St. Paul’s: the Krause & Krenz families 
 

Thank you for your service! 
 

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring…. 

Church decorating at 
St. Paul’s has been 
done in loving memory 
of Herman & Irmgard   
        Bartelt by their   
           children. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated at both 
churches on the second Sunday of December, 
rather than the first.  St. Paul’s will also have the 
Lord’s Supper on the third Sunday as usual. 
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St. Paul's Financial Update 
October Income:         $  8,285.00 
October Disbursements:   $  9,098.97 
Christian Ed Fund:         $     305.00 

(2023-2024, begun 7/1/22) 
YTD NLHS Offerings:     $  4,887.00 
2022 NLHS Commitment:   $   4,500.00 
NLHS Debt Reduction:    $  3,550.00 
YTD Mission Offerings:   $  4,108.00 
2022Mission Goal:          $  3,800.00 
Good Samaritan Fund:     $  1,340.00 
 

Grace Financial Update 
October Income:        $  7,691.49 
October Disbursements:  $  7,148.32 
2022 Mission Goal:        $   5,200.00 
YTD Mission Offering:   $  5,061.00  
Percentage of Goal:        97.33% 
Checkbook Balance:        $  7,579.22 
Parsonage Garage:        $  3,535.00 
Garage Goal:         $ 20,000.00 
Christian Ed Fund:          $  4,215.32 
NLHS:         $     114.00 

December 
St. Paul's Greeters  

December 4 
DuWayne Zamzow 
December 11 
Mark & Joline Bartelt 
December 18 
Dan & Rita Pittsley 
December 24 
Ben Krenz 
December 25 
Gene & Sharon Bartelt 
December 31 
Joy Taylor 
                                       

 
 
 
 
 

PACE Christmas Card workshop will take place at Grace on December 
10 at 1:00 pm.  Come lend a hand with our Christmas greetings to 
shut-ins, visitors, members in the military, and college students.  

Immanuel:  God With Us 
 

Annual Christmas Concert 
 

Northland Lutheran High School 
3:00 p.m., December 18 

Family Bible Hour 
Remember that Family Bible Hour will shift to St. Paul’s 

beginning January 8!  Please join us each Sunday at  
9:15 a.m. for an hour of God’s word. 

 

O Jesus Christ, 

your manger is 

my paradise 

where my soul 

is reclining. 

For there, 

O Lord, 

we find 

the Word 

made flesh 

for us— 

your grace is 

brightly shining. 

Holiday Open House 
 

1:00 – 3:00 p.m., January 1, 2023 
at the Parsonage 

 

Join us for some Christmas cheer! 
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O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
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A Busy Time To Ponder 
	

Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  
Luke 2:19 

	
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a God-fearing young woman.  While she looked forward to the coming 
of the long-promised Savior, she did not expect the important role God had in store for her. 
 
Mary wondered what was happening when the angel Gabriel appeared to her and told her that she, a 
virgin, would give birth to a son, Jesus, the very Son of God.  As the Lord's humble servant, Mary 
faithfully accepted the challenge, unaware of the long road ahead. 
 
What a busy, difficult time it must have been for Mary! Nine months pregnant, she journeyed with 
Joseph to Bethlehem to register for the Roman taxing census.  When they arrived in the crowded little 
town, Mary went into labor.  "She gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn."  [Luke 2:7] 
 
During that exhausting, sleepless night, unexpected shepherds came from the nearby fields to see 
their newborn Savior.  They no doubt told Mary and Joseph how an angel of the Lord had appeared to 
them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord."  [Luke 2:8-11] 
 
"Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel praising God and saying, 
'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.'" [Luke 2:13-14] 
 
When the shepherds left to spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, we 
are told that: "Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart."  [Luke 2:19] 
 
This is a busy time for me, your pastor, as I study and prepare for Christmas and New Year’s services.  
This holiday season is a busy time for you and your family as you prepare to celebrate the birth of your 
Savior.  This is a busy time for our congregations as we prepare for our special Christmas worship 
services and activities. 
 
In the midst of our hectic schedules, may God grant us the blessed privilege of pondering in our hearts 
what is truly important for you and yours for all eternity: "A Savior has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord." 
 
A most blessed Christmas to you! 
 
Pastor Willitz 
 


